
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT SERIES 5 

Persecution…Proof Of Genuineness & 

Path To Great Reward In Heaven 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 
Matthew 5:1-12 (KJV)  
5:1 

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 

mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came 

unto him:  
2 
And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

3 
Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
4 
Blessed are they that mourn: for 

they shall be comforted. 
5 
Blessed are the meek: for 

they shall inherit the earth. 
6 
Blessed are they which 

do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they 

shall be filled.  
7 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 

mercy. 
8 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 

see God.  
9 
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 

the children of God. 
10 

Blessed are they which are 

persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
11 

Blessed are ye, when men shall 

revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 

manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
12 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 

reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the 

prophets which were before you. 

Matthew 5:1-12 (TLB)  
5:1 

One day as the crowds were gathering, he went up 

the hillside with his disciples and sat down  
2 
and taught them there. 

3 
"Humble men are very 

fortunate!" he told them, "for the Kingdom of 

Heaven is given to them. 
4 
Those who mourn are 

fortunate! for they shall be comforted. 
5 
The meek 

and lowly are fortunate! for the whole wide world 

belongs to them. 
6 
"Happy are those who long to be 

just and good, for they shall be completely satisfied. 
7 

Happy are the kind and merciful, for they shall be 

shown mercy. 
8 
Happy are those whose hearts are 

pure, for they shall see God. 
9 
Happy are those who 

strive for peace—they shall be called the sons of God. 
10 

Happy are those who are persecuted because they 

are good, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
11 

"When you are reviled and persecuted and lied about 

because you are my followers—wonderful! 
12 

Be 

happy about it! Be very glad! for a tremendous reward 

awaits you up in heaven. And remember, the ancient 

prophets were persecuted too. 

What does being a “true disciple of Jesus Christ” look like?  In the world of that we are living in, there is painted 

on the fabric of the minds of many, that to follow the Lord, will result in all types of financial, emotional, and physical 

blessings.  While God is the Giver of all blessings, Jesus calls His disciples apart to Himself and declares to them what 

they may expect, as they reveal to a lost and dying world around them, their genuine walk with Him.  Jesus sits, as the 

Master over all His disciples, both then and now to declare to all with a listening ear, and an obedient spirit, what they can 

in “reality” expect, if they take seriously their walk with their God and Father.   

 

1. THERE IS THE PRONOUNCEMENT OF BLESSING ON THE PERSECUTED.  Before Jesus  

speaks the word “persecution” he precedes it once again with His eternal word “blessed” meaning “well off” or 

“supremely favored” are those that will be mocked.  No doubt,the disciples would go back and remember the words of 

their Lord many times as they faced persecution, but Jesus makes His word unmistakably clear, “blessed” and “well off” 

are those who are willing to pay the price to live godly in an ungodly world.  Well off will be those that are willing to 

count for God in a godless culture.  Since Jesus is God in the flesh, what He pronounces He is able to bring to pass.  And 

He will bring to “blessedness” all who have faced the reality of persecution in this wicked and ungodly world.  When the 

time comes for us to undergo persecution by the ungodly for living a godly life, it is a wise man or woman that 

remembers…Jesus is the Sovereign over His world, and He is the King over His kingdom.  Since He is the King, He will 

bring all His words to pass, and he will bring special blessing to those who are willing to undergo persecution.  Notice 

how different the words of Jesus are to our culture.  Nothing from many pulpits speaks of persecution, being offended for 

Jesus sake.  But the very words of Jesus declare that persecution is the “reality” to the true child of God.  Why does Jesus 

pronounce blessings on them?             

 First, because He can and He has the power to.  Since Jesus was with the Father in creation, creating the world.  

This world is His, and He can do with it, as He chooses.  He has given His word that His blessings will come on the 

persecuted.  Second, Jesus, wants all who face persecution to know that know persecution will go unblessed.    

 Since we live in the realm of the human, we forget, humans forget, that is our nature…to forget.  But Jesus will 

never forget, and cannot forget all who align their lives with Him, and He will bring His blessings to pass.  Third, it must 

be understood that “blessed” will be a permanent state, not lasting for a temporary time frame.  When God blesses, He has 

the power and ability to bless for eternity.   



 Third, in the midst of persecution, Jesus wants all to know that there is a positive awaiting, namely, the right to 

the kingdom of God, and rewards in the kingdom of God.  The fact is, no person can follow the Lord without being 

rewarded.  He has decreed it so. 

 

2. THERE IS THE PROMISE OF PERSECUTION TO THE TRUE DISCIPLE OF GOD.  In verse  

10, Jesus addresses the reality of persecution, and in v. 11, Jesus assures His disciples of the fact of persecution.  “Blessed 

are ye, WHEN men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil about you falsely for my sake.  It 

is not a matter of “if” but when for the true child of God.  Persecution doesn’t come to everyone that names himself or 

herself as a “church member”.  Persecution comes to the person who aligns his life with the Lord God.  It is the person 

who lives and speaks for the Lord Jesus Christ that is persecuted.  He is persecuted for being narrow minded.  He is 

persecuted for being biased.  He is persecuted because he walks holy and godly in an ungodly world.  Jesus gave to the 

early disciples the promise of persecution.  Because those who are aligned with Christ “will be” hated by the world.  The 

world hates that person that stands on the side of God, and truth, and right.  Because the world loves the flesh, the pride of 

life, and the things of this world, they despise hearing the truth of God, the reality of judgment, the reality that there is a 

Holy God that calls men every where to repent.  Jesus makes it clear that true believers shall be persecuted:   

 1) Because they are not of this world.  They don’t seek approval from this world or world system.  

 2) Because they stand for Holy God and strip away the world’s cloak of sin.  In truth, they walk holy, live holy, 

and refuse to compromise.  Why?  Because they know they give account to the Lord God at the day of judgment.  

 3) Because they have nothing to do with the works of darkness.  People have loved through the centuries to make 

fun of Christians that will not engage in ungodly activity.  Why?  Because the world is wicked and stands condemned 

before Holy God.  “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you…” (Jn. 15:18) .  However, there is 

also a warning here as well.  If you are not persecuted for what you stand for…serious inspection must be done.  

 4) Because the world doesn’t know God or Christ.  The ungodly live with “self” as the god in life.  They want 

what they want when they want it.  But not the godly.  The godly are dedicated to loving and serving their Father, and 

Lord, who loves them with tender love and mercy.  Because the live knowing that God keeps His Word.  They know that 

both blessing will come to the obedient, but wrath will come on those who choose to spurn the love of God in living 

ungodly.              

 5) Because the world is deceived about God.  The world does not and cannot see God accurately.  The world 

views God as a distant person who is lacking in power and energy to do what He says.  They see Him as some type of 

“old grandfather type person”, or they simply choose to believe He doesn’t exist.  Evolutionists love the thought that “man 

evolved” because man is not accountable to matter.  But that is inconsistent with truth.  He is the Sovereign over all His 

creation, He spoke and all leaped into existence…and His power has not dwindled one iota.   

 

3. THERE IS THE PROOF OF REWARDS THAT FOLLOWS PERSECUTION.  When Jesus speaks, He is  

the King, speaking to those in His kingdom.  And all who endure persecution are given a promise by their King…namely 

that of rewards.  Jesus literally announces a most paradoxical statement to his disciples at the point of persecution.  He 

says, “rejoice and be exceeding glad”.  The Living Bible puts it this way, “Be happy about it! Be very glad for a 

tremendous reward awaits you up in heaven.”  Persecution for godliness will never prove empty or vain, that is the word 

of the King over His kingdom.  There will be honors give to the persecuted, the lied about, the followers of Jesus Christ.   

 First, since Jesus promises a reward for persecution, He sees us in the midst of our persecution.  No Christian can 

undergo persecution apart from being noticed by the Lord Jesus personally.        

 Second, there are eternal benefits for experiencing temporary persecutions.  When Jesus speaks of rewards, notice 

carefully the terms that he uses in v. 12, “…For great is YOUR REWARD in heaven.  The reward given for experiencing 

persecution and false accusation is a personal reward.  It is not given to the church as whole to a people as a whole, 

because churches are made up of individual people.  The reward is designed according to the evil that has been received in 

this life time.  If you lose friends, are betrayed, and talked about because you are a Christian, then Jesus tells you to “be 

ecstatic, and be very happy”.  Why?  Because you are revealing integrity, and in the heat are demonstrating a true godly 

spirit, that will be rewarded.  The word for “glad” literally means “jump for joy” because at persecution you have the 

opportunity of receiving something in that moment that you would receive at no other time.    

 Third, the reward that you receive in heaven will be given by the Lord God.  Imagine being ushered into the 

presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, and being presented reward BY HIM for a walking godly when attacked by the 

ungodly.  That is the picture Jesus gives.  Paul the apostle said it this way about his godly life in  2 Timothy 4:8  “Henceforth there 

is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto 

all them also that love his appearing.”  Paul made it clear that it was THE LORD that was the one doing the giving.  And the same will 

be with us.  If you endure, there will a real time in God’s time, that you are ushered into the presence of Jesus Christ personally and 

deliberately to be rewarded for what you have done in this life, and in this body. 

 


